Trails of Northern Colorado Curriculum Standards Overview

Colorado State Academic Standards (adopted December 2009, Colorado Department of Education) have been identified for the Trails of Northern Colorado website (fcmdsc.org/trails) published by the Fort Collins Museum & Discovery Science Center (FCMDSC). The information, stories, images, and maps are listed with corresponding state standards. Grades three though twelve are included in this outline.
The Trails of Northern Colorado website meets Colorado State Academic Standards in Science (SC), Social Studies (SS), Visual Arts (VA), and Reading, Writing, and Communication (RWC) for grades three through twelve. The website provides information about the geography, history, geology, and ecology of the region. By engaging with the material available on this website, students will have a greater understanding of the people, landscapes, flora, and fauna of the region.
The website includes three tours of Northern Colorado with a total of 16 locations of historical, cultural and geological interest. For each location, the website provides: 

· a description of the place 

· a spotlight (usually the story of a particular person, event, etc. associated with that place)

· a map

· directions

· an activity, such as a crossword puzzle, word search, or other game

· historic and/or contemporary photographs

· links to outside sources such as brochures, additional historic context provided by History Connection (history.fcgov.com), and/or local business and attraction information

A spreadsheet matching sections of the website with Colorado State Academic Standards includes the tour and location (example 1.1= Tour 1: The Foothills- Stop 1: Red Mountain Open Space), the segment (overview or spotlight), the academic standard reference (using the reference system established by the Department of Education), and the text of the academic standard. There are two versions of this spreadsheet. The first is arranged in the same order as the website contents, while the second spreadsheet is arranged by subject and grade level. Some standards are listed multiple times because they apply to multiple pages on the website. A third chart provides a brief outline of the standards by subject and grade level, but does not show the corresponding sections of the website. 

